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Purpose:  This strategy will help students recall prior knowledge and related experiences and will help their teachers understand how much students know about an upcoming unit of study.
Process:  

· The topic or issue is written in the center of a matted frame.

· Give students a few minutes to write down words or phrases        


that occur to them when they see or hear the term in the middle of the frame.  They 
should write their words in the “mat” area of their frame of reference.

· Ask the students to jot down how they obtained the information they wrote down:  what are the sources, resources, people, events, etc… that influenced their thinking?  These words and phrases go in the “frame” area of the graphic.

· Allow students time to share their frames of reference with a partner or in their table groups.

Variations:  
· Use in a social science context and ask students to place the name of a historical character or event in the center.  Ask students to think about how the historical character would describe his/her own life and time or describe the historical event and the people who influenced that event.

· Assigning different perspectives to different students can lead to powerful “in the voice of” discussions.

· Use the frame of reference strategy as an introductory and community building activity.  Students put their own names in the center and then use the mat to describe themselves and the frame to list the people and events which have helped to shape their lives.
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